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ABSTRACT 

This collection of* abstracts is part of a continuing 
series providing information on recent doctoral dissertations. The 18 
titles deal with a variety of topics, including the following: (1) 
the effect of illustrations on third grade students '^attitudes toward 
the elderly; (2) visual and phonological coding in word processing by 
fourth, sixth, and eighth grade readers; (3) the achievement and 
attitudes of intermediate age children relative to their 
comprehension of poetry ; (4)\ students- 1 - perceptions of teacher 
expectation and attitudes toward reading; (5) decoding skill and 
vocabulary knowledge in reading .comprehension; (6) the history of 
beginning reading instruction in the United States; (7) the 
reliability of phonic generalizations* in five primary-level basal 
reading programs; (8) the effects of souftd manipulation training on 
auditory segmentation and word recognition tasks; (9) various aspects 
of oral versus silent reading of^s^lected third grade social studies ' 
passages; (10) student t.ehievMMSRt and attitudes toward reading in 
two approaches to uninterrupted Sustained silefct reading programs; 
(11) learning styles and the teaching of reading; (12) patterns of 
oral r<53incf afcross stages of wdra knowledge^ (13) using reading to 
facilitate changes in nutrition*! behaviorf and (14) difference! in 
the acquisition of selected readiness abilities between readers and 
nonreaders in kindergarten . (HTH) 
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PATTERNS OF 0$AI HEADING ACROSS STAGES OF WORD 
KNOWLEDGE " OrderNo. M8301506 

Bear, Donald RbeERT, Ph.Q. University of Virginia, 1982. 175pp. 
Major Adviser: Dr. Edmund H. Henderson 

The relationship between the prosody of oral reading and 
orthographic awareness in beginning readers wa's examined in this , 
•tody. Fluency and expression were studied through evaluations of * 
the oral reading, spontaneous speech, and story retellings of forty 
first-graders and five third-graders. Orthographic awareness was 
studied by examining the invented spellings according to stages of 
spelling development (Henderson and Beers, 1980). 

For these first graders, the spelling categories predicted oral 
reading fluency and expression. Stages of spelling were related to the 
prosodic measures of oral reading, f h6 implication of this research is 
that the reader who is analyzing orthography^ a superficial level will 
read disflueritly. It was argued that/eading fluency and expression 
should be possible for readers who demonstrate in their invented 
spellings that they are experimenting with the abstract marking 
system in English orthography. ^ 

It was suggested that teachers' expectations for reading fluency 
should include an evaluation of orthographic awareness. 
Furthermore, it was suggested that in the diagnosis of oral r$ adinj/, 
students could read from materials they had read before, and that in 
their evaluation^ of oral reading, teachers should consider reading 
fate, pausajpatterns, and general measures.of fluency and ' / 

expression. / 
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THE EFFECT OF ILLUSTRATIONS ON THIRD GRADERS*^ , 
ATTITUDES TOWARD THE ELDERLY OrdejJ^. DAS308155. 
Beegmlv, Dena Gayu, Ed.D. University of Georgia^ ,1962. 112pp. 
Director: Ira E. Aaron 

This study was undertaken to investigate the effect of stereotypic 
and nonstereotypic illustrations on third grade children's attitudes 
toward the elderly. Subjects were 150 third grade^tudents who 
attended one of two elementary scKbots in Hart county, Georgia. 

Th# materials used in this study consisted^ an attitude scateand 
three realistic fiction selections containing older protagonists. There' 
were two text versions of each selection, male and female. Each 
version had three picture conditions: stereotypic lustration, non 
stereotypic Illustration, and no illustration. Appropriate realistic, full 
color, full page x 1*1 ") illustrations were drawn by an irtist for 
each version of the three stories. The attitude scale was devised by 
the researcher to determine whether illustrations influence children's 
attitudes toward the elderly. In this study, the attitude $cale served as 
both a pretest and posttest. 

< Each class involved in the investigation participated in five 
sessions. During session, one, the attitude scale, which served as a 
pretest, was administered. For the sepond, third, and fourth sessions, 
boys and girls were randomly assigned within classrooms to one of 
the Six treatment conditions: older male protagonist with- a stereotypic 
illustration, older male protagonist with a .nonstereotypic illustration, 
older male protagonist with no illustration-, older female protagonist 
with a nonstereotypic illustration, older female with a stereotypic ' 
illustration, and older female with no illustration. During the second- 
session, all subjects listened to the first story. The second story was 
presented during session three, the third during session four. One 
week aft^r session four, the attitude scale was administered again, 
this time as a posttest. . 

Results of a 2 x 2 x 3 unbalanced analysis of variance indicated 
that type of illustration sex of child, and sex of elderly protagonist did 
not affect the subjects'' attitudes toward the elderly. Individual 
interviews were conducted to gain additional information about the 
subjects' attitudesloward the elderly. Twelve randomly selected 
subjects met wtth the researcher to discuss their responses on the 
posttest. The majority of the children interviewed reported that their 
Otsponees on the attitude scale were based on personal experience 



USING READING TO FACILITATE CHANGES-** 
' NUTRITIONAL iEHAVlOR **' V Order No. DASS00761 
Carter, Shirley Hanson, Ed.D. Boston University School of 
Education, 1962. 268pp. Major Professor: Rosjlmina indriaano 

The purposes of this study were to survey the existing literature on 
. the relationship of diet to cognitive functioning, to examine teachers* 
attitudes antf knowledge in this ares, and to attempt to change 
nutritional habits in a selected group of children through reading and 
instruction. 

The findings of the literature review regarding the effect of' 
nutrition on cognitive performance gave validity to the need for the 
second and third parts of the study. 

To determine need for and interest in nutritional education, a 
survey was administered to 10Q elementary and middle school 
teachers. These teachers were from suburban schools and from a ' 
large urban graduate school of education in the northeast section of 
the country. Pearson correlation coefficients were computed for the 
correlation of each of the twenty items in the questionnaire with each 
of the other nineteen^uestions. Responses of the teachers showed a 
genuine interest in nutrition, motivation to read new research in the 
area, and a willingness to include nutrition education in their 
curricula. 

The survey showed a need for the third part of the study, a 
nutrition module of .twenty lessons which incorporated nutrition into 
academic lessons in reeding, math/study skills, and dramatics. The 
course was taught to 261 sixth grade students in a suburban school in 
the Northeast. Assessment of the effectiveness of tr^armoduie was 
through comparison of the results of a pretest and a posttest 
consisting of twenty multiple-choice questions. A comparison of mean 
gains using the z statistic showed a statistically significant difference 
between the pretest and poetteet scores at the .01 level. 

The module has beenjtecepted as a permanent part ot the 
curriculum in a yearlong course in Health in the experimental school. 



/ FIRST GRADERS' SEGMENTING ABILITY, METHOD OF 
INSTRUCTION, AND BEGINNING READING PERFORMANCE: 
A READINESS PERSPECTIVE Order No. DA8301 634 

Dougherty, Craig; Ph.D. Syracuse University, 1962. 115pp. 



The purpose of this study was to examine the relationship between 
Inguistic awareness, method of instruction, and beginning reading 
performance. Specifically, the predictive relationship between first 
graders' ability to segment at the sentence and word level (an index of 
Inguistic awareness) and beginning reading performance was , 
studied over time as were the interaction effects of two different 
methods of beginning reading instruction wifh segmenting abllty. 

The underpinnings of this study stem from reading readiness • 
theory which suggests that learning is maximized when learners and . 
methods jo< instruction are appropriate^ matched. This study 
attempted to facilitate the process of matching learners with 
programs of instruction by specifying the nature of relationship 
between segmenting ability, method of instruction, and beginning 
reading performance. 

' In-order to examine the relationship between segmenting* abfltty 
and beginning reading perfocmance over time, this study measured 
• the segmenting abilities (Informal Tfsf ol Auditory Segmentation) m 
(Sawyer, 1979) of 93 "high risk" first-grade children in January and 
April. Reading performance was measured at the same time (Qeres- 
kicKiliop Diagnostic Reading Test) and in May (Iowa Test otBlak 
Skills). Data analysis results supported the hypothesis that there la a 
positive relationship between segmenting ability and beginning 
feeding performance. " 

Twcrlreatments were administered to the subjects of this study In 
order to examine how segmenting ability interacts with method of 
reading instruction, the long-term effects of the treatments on reading 
performance, and the effects of the treatments on segmenting ability. 
Forty-three subjects received eight weeks of a synthesis plus arrivals 
word attack treatment while fifty subjects received a syhttosjejonl/ 
treatment for the same period of time. Approximately equal numbers 
of high and low a egmenter s were contained in each treatment group. 
Data analysis indicated that an interaction did not ocqur between 



mgZ* >g *M% and method oflnsfrMCiaft, The syifr eeia plot 

aapfflority off the synthesis plus analysis treatment however, was not 
•vftfepced when reading was measured (to wr Tesf of Beefc SWWt) rfne 
afltf fxpertmental conditions wara/aUxed. The<effects off th# 
1wotniai^to«naegmenings*«ty . ..(Author's 

abstract excaede sHpulafcJ maximum lengtti DiaconKnuad hare wi* 
permission of Author.) UM» 
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VISUAL AND PHONOLOGICAL CODING IN JJVORD 
PROCESSING BY GRADE 4, 6, AND 8 READERS 
Haines. LIonaud Paul, Ph.D. The University o! Saskatchewan, 
(Canada) JT978. 

Fronvfcoth theoretical consideratidns'and empirical findings, four . 
conveying experiments were undertaken to examine the word coding 
processes of skilled and less skilled elementary school readers. — 
Seventy-two children participated in the experiments, 24 at each of * ' 
rgrades 4, 6, and 8, with sex and reader ability equally represent* 
\The first experiment involved raeasurinp vocalization latency in 
^lliseconds t\individual visually presented words and pseudowords. 
Stimuli consisted three-, four-, and five-letter predictable words, 
unpredictable words, and pseudowords equated for word frequency, 
syllable structure, and intra word redundancy. The lexical decision 
task used in the second experiment required the children to make 
. word/nonword decisions to singly presented items from a mixed list 
Of the two word types and pseudowords, with yes/no latency as the 
dependent measure. The third experiment involved measuring 
same/different response latencies to letter pairs, some matching on a 
physical basis (e.g., AA), sorrow name only (e.g.. Aa), and Others 
that were mismatched (e.g., AEJ. In the final experiment, 
same/differenUphysical/name match latencies were^neasured to 
four-letter predictable words, unpredictable words,. and pseudowords. 

Thef reaction time data from each experiment wefe analyzed by 
repeated measures analyses, of variance followed by orthogonal 
contrasts and trend analyses. The results of each experiment showed 
the anticipated significant developmental improvements in 
performance over grades and the superiority of skilled over less 
skilled readers. An outcome common to thaJiteHjyecond. and fourth 
experiments was an advantage for real words overVweudowords in aN 
conditions. This difference was significantly greater for less skilled 
lhan skilled readers, indicating that the poorer rgiatrs experience 
their greatest difficulty in the use of the phonological code. Inferior' 
performance on unpredictable relative to predictable words by the 
less> skilled reader groups in the pronunciation and texioal decision 
experiments suggests that these ohjldren process words by 
Dhonologicafrecoding more often than skilled readers. The absence 
6f a sighifteanr-incremgntal stimulus length effect in the lexical 
experiment indicates that the length obtained in the pronunciation 
: experiment may be attributable to task-specific factors and suggests 
that words and pseudowords are not processed in a*serial, letter ^ 
lettfer fashion. 



ACHIEVEMENT AND ATTITUDES OF INTERMEDIATE AGE 
CHILDREN IN GRADES FOUR, FIVE, AND SIX RELATIVE TO 
THE READING COMPREHENSION OF. POETRY 

Order No. DA 830867 2 
Ha yfoao, Jane Mourns, Ph.D. The Fjorida Stat* University, 1962, 
161pp. Major Professor: Lawrence E. Hafnej ' 

Whether intermediate-age children tike poetry and whether boys 
and girls express themselves in a similar manner regarding their Nkee 
and dislikes of poetry were two of the research questions addressed 
* in this research, Two other research questions were concerned with 
the possible existence of a difference in reading achievement among 
intermediate grades ind between saxes in ability to comprehend 
'general reading material and in ability to comprehend poetry aa we* 
as in attitude toward reading proband ki attitude toward reading 
poetry. The last two primary research queatior* were concerned with 
wither kacherscoutd predict how students would perform on a 
poetry teat and whether students' expressed preferences for poems 
would correlate with their performance when readirfe and anewering 
Questions on those po4mt Upon analyzing the obtained dale, ft waft 
found that children expressed favorable attitudes toward poetry. With 
the exception of 6oys in the sixth grade, boys and girls both 
expressed positive attitudes more frequently than was expected, 
v making categorized data statistically significant. Reading 
comprehension achievement showed statistically significant 
deferences by grides for prose andfqr poetry, but there were • % * 
dllerences by grade by sex only on achievement when reading • 
poetry. Regarding attitudes toward reading, there were no differences 
by grades or by grades by sex<toward reading prose; there were 
deferences expressed by studejajs by grades and the main effect of 
grades only on the two way ANwA by grade by sex fowardreading 
poetry. Teachers were able to predict student 'performance in 
comprehension on a poetry test but studeot^oreferencqs were not 
correlated with student performance on/be]?)choices foe best-liked 
and least-liked poems. One hundred .agkfinety-f our students 



participated in the research with a n 
students from the three grades who 
poem preferences 



iomly selected £roup of 62 
"Mpajpl in fte 0*eorl for 




blFFERENCES IN THE ACQUISITION OF^ELECTED 
READINESS ABILITIES BETWEEN READERS AND 
NONREADERS IN KINDERGARTEN Order No. DA 830 3 807 

HuMFHNEr-CuMMtNGS, Carolyn Ann, Ph.D. Michigan State University, 
1062. 96pp. 

Many kindergarteners progress as a group through a readineaa 
' program*egardless of the factfhat some of the pupils have already 
acquired the abilities that the program proposes to teach. Teachers^, 
need to assess students/ reading abilities for the method of feadingV 



inafruclion that win foil 
enrolled in 
, groups of 
These group: 
readiness 
matching^ 
into mi school 



study divided 123 kindergarteners 
ram into a group of ndnreaders and four 
using different approaches to reading, 
ed five subtests that measured the 
rters, hearing letter names, syntax 
pelting. Data were collected six months 

it differences were found among the • 

four ppnned comparisons of nonreaders and the groups of beginning 
readets. A giscriminafte-f unction analysis provided the correlations to 
dAejawfne the combination of abilities that discriminated between 
graSpe. The readiness ability of syntax matching was a discriminating 
factor In alt four comparisons. Syntax matching and spelling 
discriminated between readers using phonetic analysis and all other 
readers. Syntax matching and naming letters discriminated between 
sight readers and context readers. These results, though subject to 
Imitations, may be useful for teachers who need assessment 
measures to determine readiness for specific programs and methods 
of teaching reading. 
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AN* INVESTIGATION OF THI RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN 
AltfHTOftV SEQUENT I Al MEMORY AND READING SKILLS IN 
THIRD GRADE CHILDREN Order No, DAS3Q15I1 

MvatT, Roster Sawoso, Eo D. RulQ9t$ University The State U. ot 
New Jersey (New Brunswick), 19S2 110pp. Chairperson Maurie 



This study attempted to assess the relationship between auditory 
sequence! memory tralnlnQ and reading skill scores, Subjects v 
included sixty male and female third grade children, seven and eight 
years of age, who were of at least average intelligence as measu/ed 
try group standard! ted testing. * 

Auditory sequential memory was assessed using the digit Span 
suWeetof tt>e Wechsler Intelligence Scalefor Children • Revised, with 
s deficiency defined by scores falling one standard deviation or more 
below the mean Students with deficiencies on this test were divided ' 
tntoJhree groups above average, average, and below average 
reavers, according to scores on the reading skills subtest of the N 
California Achievement Test * % 

AudltCry sequential memory training was administered to half of 
the children in each group (treatment groups) The remaining children 
received no treatment other than pre ancJ'posttcstihg (control 
groups). Training involved three one half hour sessions per week Tor. 
*eight weeks and utilized materials developed for auditory sequential 
mbmory training. ^ 

Statistical analysis of data indicated ttut theie are no diflei twees 
in the gains of reading skills scores of children wlth,audllory 
sequential memory deficiencies wh6 received auditory sequential 
memory training when compared to children with auditory sequential 
memory deficiencies who did not roceiva auditory sequential memory 
training. Support for these findings are in all areas tested with the \ 
exception of reading vocabulary. r 



STUDlNTsVtHCUMIONS OF TFAfclfER tXPFCTATlON 
Ar\ 4 D AITUfinrS .TOWARD READING IN THREE 
ClASSROOMS Order No DAfl??<>0«9 

MliGMtM. f*l 1 1 N I oui'.f . I n O (/nrif/M/y 11/ 1 run&yh ,ini*. I'iH? 
137pp Chmiman Ot Morton Mntol 

TtW puijmsO of tht\ study if» to invf.lio.i1i* tht» | m*i I'rptions of 
tfltachor r'»|u*rl.»|inn and tin' tr.u hi»j ht»h.tvioiri 1 1 1 .VI rorwey L 
e*pectatn»n mrv^grs /><>m~ n\ rd hy >.titiit>n1s in thirc fifth gi .ide 
cla%ar ooms, to »rjvf '.tiy.it*? tl^ vtytlriii*,' attitnoVs toward trading in 
the cln*l*ttn>m. In d» Irnuinn whrtkri th<»rr is fl it'l.ttmnnhip ht-twr*gn 
how the ntudrnK frH they Arc n-gaicloil by the (cachet and how they 
f#el afcAut tending m thn rlnvunnm. ami to tfetrmme wtwthei this 
intorj^ation m useful to trrtr hors 

e^ pAit mrlhnttnlogy w/in finplnyrd whrth included 
(Mfi AdVniniMiiilinn to slii^fcnl*, of r.i .iW-'.'tu n-.sess Mmtrnta' attitudes 
toward if.idnig in .1 hi Mil and * a !luil'*rils > prircptions of tern her 
expect atitin (i 1 ) fnmlm ting of Miiall 'gtuiip interviews with Murirnta 
to deter mine influences on ( l#i-.srooin it-fftliny attitudes and V»nc hor 
behaviors conveying enpm ffitmn nw.vtges (3) Videotaping of 
classroom trading giciupn and c nndu< ting of intei view* with students 
to examine vpecitic leading gmup mtemelions conveying c*xpcct:ition 
message* (4) Meeting with teachi-m to rimi uss findings - 
(5) Completion by tem In-m.ol n c}H'\tionnrtitC to famine the 
usefulnrs*. uf the* mloim.ition to te.u her.!, for planning and 
implementing t Ijv.ioum iradmg piograms - 

Analyse of *c,ite nnd intcfvir-w datn revealed thier dimension!* ol 
school i idling" nttitndr for all thir'f* ( Imsm?S difficulty, mteirnt. and 
comtorl and four situatmnn in which rtprt lallon mr*«Aogf»*» were 
tionsmitted rf>»dinp grouping, grading (Including teacher recognition* 
of students' efforts), alignments, and teacher student irllei actions 



A OMCRIRTIVI ANALVtlt Ot INSTRUCTIONAL 
CONVERtSTlONl IN iAWL READING GROUPS IN 
SELECTED THIRO OR A DC CLASSROOMS f 

Order No; DASapbirS 
NaIm, Marcia FuCs,>n D The University ot Texas et Austin. 16H. 
137pp. Supervisor: Frank J Ousxik * T 

The purpose of thisstudy was to describe that pari of 
cbmprehension instruct! on, which takes place during the 
"conversation* 4 teechers have with children in basal reading groups, 
Six third Qrade teachers, and their respective students, served as 
subjecU for' the study. 

The study consisted of two phases a descriptive phase end en 
exjprtmamtel phase. In the descriptive phase, each teacher was asked 
ap« five lessons with her high reading group and five lessons wHh 
her low reeding group over a four month period. The Ifssons were 
transcribed end analysed using sJtiererchiel«yst«m which looked 
first at message units, then interaction units, and flneUy questioning 
episodes. At the message unit level, the analysis was concerned wMh 
source, form, function, and type of comprehension inherent In each 
unit. Interection units were analysed to establish whether or not they 
were resolved The analysis of the questioning episodes was 
qualitative, focusing on teachers' search and evaluation strategies. 

Tt»e purpose of the experimental phase was to determine If the 
convesselidns were instructional. Instruction was measured by using 
a-comprehension test of cued recall The test was administered by the 
investigator lifter ell six teachers conducted a discussion over the 
same story. 

In the descriptive phase, teachers were found to dominate the 
Instructional conversations They were^U* source of 60 percent of the 
11,512 message unltscode* The three most common functions of 
teachers' speech were extending, controlling, and confirming. The ' 
conversations most often resulted In scrlptuslly Implicit 
comprehension (20%), with textually Implicit comprehension fotlowing 
closely (24%), 

The results of the test of cued recall seemed to Indicate that 
instructional conversations do result in comprehension However, this 
finding hed to be viewed In light of the following limltetions: the 
sample was small; students went not tested In the base! test that they 
normally read In their reading groups; students were teeted In an 
unique setting; end a limited number of questions were asked. 



DECODING SKILL AND VOCABULARY KNOWLEDGE IN 
READING COMPREHENSION Order No. DA630SS80 

PihkinS, Piggv Gaudnck, Ph D. Tne Florida State University, ifeSl 
102pp. Major Professor. Reberl M Gagne 

The relet! ve Importance of decoding skill end vocabulary 
knowledge to reading comprehension was investigated. Ninety one 
fourth grede students from Hillsborough County Public School 
System were assessed on their decoding ability, vocabulary 
knowledge, and reading comprenenelon ability. Decoding abWrty wet 
measured by (a) e 40 Item Vocalization Latency Test (Vfc) utilising e 
reaction-time apparatus; (b) e modified form of the Literary \ 
Assessment Battery Decoding Test (ML AB); and (c) the decoding 
section** the Wide Range Achievement Test (WRAT) Vocabulary 
knowledge was measured by the vocabulary score from the 
Comprehensive Test of Besic Skills (CTBS) Reading comprehension, 
the dependent variable, was measured by (e) s multiple choict Close 
0 1 Test which contained high frequency words at a fourth grede 
level; and by (b) an altered multiple choiee Clo*e * 2 Test which 
contained e portion (up to 10 percent) of low frequency (unfamiliar) 
words Significant correlations were found among the variables of 
interest. 

Cqmperisons were made among several of the correlations It wee 
found that (e) the correlation between decoding skill (ML AB) end 
Ooze # 2 was significantly lower than the correlation between 
vocabulary (CTBS) and Cloie # 2; end (b) the correlation between 
decoding skill (MLAB) end Cloxe # 1 wes significantly higher than the 
correlation between the same measure of decoding (MLAB) and 
Cloie #2(e • .01). 



Multiple regression a n al yse s yielded the finding^that (a) decoding 
" /a significant contribution to reading comprehend* (high 

r words, Oozt # 1) whan vocabulary was controlled; 
vocabulary made a significant contribution tq* eading 
prehension (high frequency words, Ooze # 1).when decoding 
/was controlled; (c) decoding did not make a significant contribution 
to reading comprehension (lowf requency>words, Cloze #2) when 
vocabulary was controlled; and'(d) vocabulary mad* a significant % 
contribution to reading comprehension (low frequency words, floze 
#2) when decoding was contr#lled. 

The results indicate that students depended oo both decoding and 
vocabulary for reading comprehension in Ooze M 1 . In contrast, the 
students were more dependent on their vocabulary knowledge in the 
comprehension of Qpze #2. 



A STUDY OF THE RELIABILITY ®F PHONIC . / ■ ' 

GENERALIZATIONS IN FIVE PRIMARY-LEVEL tASAl 
READING PROGRAMS OrderNo. DA83M71 2 

SoaejjsO* nImcy L., Ph.D. Arizona State University, 1982. 239pp. 

„'...- Thirstudy had three purposes: (a) tq-determine what information 
is taught in thef orm of phonic generalizations in current, primary- 
level basal readers; (b) tt examine intraprogram reliability of those 
generalizations; and (c) to determine whether there had been a 
change in the body of generalizations found in earlier reading 
materials by Ctymer in 1903. 

The vocabulary lists/from five, basal readers were entered In a 
computer file. Separatists of orthographical conforming words* ' 
were created for the generalizations within each reading series. /} 
Ortbographfcally conforming wqrds we reanalyzed to determine ' 1 
which words conformed phonemic airy to the ©energizations. 
Percents of reliability and applicability were calculated for each 
generalization within Its pwn series. ■ 

Forty-two generalizations were found in all Series. Seven of the 
generalizations were common tp three or more of the basal series. 
1 ^wenty-six were unique tp one series. In all p/ograms 60% or more of 
eneralizations met acceptable levels of reliability and 
ptafelity. Only 13 of Ctymer's generalizations remain in current 
l been subsumed by more generic current 
generalization*; 20 no longer appear on current lists. 



A DIALECTIC ANALYSIS OF THE HISTORY OF BEGINNING 
READING INSTRUCTION IN THE UNITED STATES / 

OrderNo. DA8226OT6 
Pittman, NXncy Jean, Ph.D. The University of Wisconsin - Madison, ^ 
1962. 235pp. Supervisor: Professor Wayne Otto 

The history of beginning reading instruction in the United States 
t analyzed by the dialectic approach, wherein epch developmental 
> in the history of reading instruction was seen not only as a 
successor of its predecessor but also as a product- of its predeces 

Approaches to beginning reading instruction were divided into(two 
major categories: the systemic and the naturalistic The systemic 
approach is characterised by a formal structure in which a reader* 
forms the core of instruction. Four readers, which played a dominaf 
role in reading instruction for nearly 300 years, were examined, Th 
four readers were The New England Primer. Webster's The Amec/caa 
Spelling Book, MvGuttey's Eclectic Readers, and Scott, Foresjdan's 
Curriculum Foundation Series. 

The natu4iistic approach is characterized by a child-centered 
emphasis based upon th^b$|ief that a child's naturatlearning needs 
to be stimulated and not structured. Exponents of naturalism studied 
included Rousseau, Pestalozzi, Parker, and Holt. 

Themes addressed in the study were: (A) The role of the reader in 
'reeding instruction. (B) The development of the reader in terms of 
content, method, and values. (C) The marketing of readers, and 
ff>) The impact of the countervailing naturalistic philosophy. 

Major conclusions from the study were: <1) Chafes in reading 
inetructtoMpere a product of socio economic chaoSs in American 
society andnot a product of advances in the undi^^ndiftfr of the 
process of reading. (2) The selection of a reading text arid the reason 
for a single text's dominance of the nation's classrooms was a 
product of marketing techniques and not a product of a deliberate 
comparison of competing texts' espoused values, theories, methods 
or approaches, (3) The naturalist* approaches long existed as an 
alternative to the reader-oriented systemic approach. Naturalism has 
enjoyed only limited and experimental application 1n its pure form. 
However, as the belief that a reading text must be "teacher proof" has 
become diluted by experience, the principles of naturalism have 
influenced mainstream education. ChUd oriented teacher education 
and the discretionary use of supplementary materials reflect 
recognition of the student'slndividuality and are consbnarft with the 
values of naturalism. > 
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THE EFFECTS OF SOUND MANIPULATION TRAINING ON 
AyWTORY SEGMENTATION AND WORD RECOGNITION 

iSKt Order No. DA8304657 

S^aahenburg, Linda Behta White, Ph.D. Syracuse University, 198?. 

This study wa$ designed to examine the effects of sound 
manipulation training on auditory segmentation and word recognition. 
The purposes of thi^/esearch were (a) to determine if inferred 
conceptual level would influence the effects of training with an 
auditory segmentation component on first grade children's ability to 
perforin either auditory segmentation tasksjjr word recognition tasks 
^nd (b) to determine if this training given in conjunction with first 
fcrade reading instruction would havtfa direct influence on first grade 
children's ability to oferform auditory segmentation tasks, or word 
recognition tasks* This study included both immediate and delayed " 
evaluations of thefe tasks. 

All the eligible children present in a suburban elementary school 
between September andjaau^ry of firffg rade participated in this 
study (N s 69). OoJH§T>asis ofjfcp testing using'the Concept' * 
Assessment Kit jfonservatiorflr or*x\ fj) % by Goldschmid and Bentler, 
children were aonsidered to Me at ajrigh, medium, or low conceptual 
level. Children Ivithin each classroom were grouped according to 
these level Ahp then randomly assigned to treatment. 

The 34 chilA«nin the experimental group received six weeks (28 
sessions) of rafl^Sniall group instruction in manipulating words within 
lists and sounds withjk words using the Auditory Motor Progrem of 
Rosner's Perceptual sXlls Curriculum. The control group received 
small group story 1 reading twice a week. At the end of the treatment 
three auditory segmentation tasks and the word recognition tasks 
were administered. Ten weeks later two auditory segmentation tasks 
and the word recognitipn task were administered. 

The findings were: (1) Conceptual levefdk* not significantly affect 
the relationship between sound manipulation training and the » 
children's ability to perform either the auditory segmentation tasks or. 
the word recognition task&bqth immediately after training and ten 
weeks later. (2) The two treatment groups did not differ significantly * 
in their ability to perform any of the auditory segmentation tasks or the 
word recognition tasks given either immediately after treafment or ten 
weeks later. (3) Regardless of treatment group assignment the 
number of words recognized and the nurhber of both syllable and ' 
phpneme segmentation items correctly performed changed 
significantly between the immediate and the delayed evaluation m 
periods. (4) The conceptual level groups differed significantly only in 
their ability to perform the syllable segmentation tasks. Comparisons 
were mad^ between this study and previous research. Suggestions 
for future research and classroom teaching were made. 



FORMING AND. REFORMING: A COMPREHENSIVE * 
HEADING/COMMUNICATION AffrS .PROGRAM- IN THt 
MARTHA WASHINGTON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL* 

\ Order NO. DA8229091 

T*awick, HaroldT>ou€i.aS„Ed D. University of Pennsylvania, 1982 
222pp Adviser. Dr. James M.LarWh 

Since the Pennsylvania Comprehensive Reading/Language Arts 
Program is relatively new in th<$area of improving skiMs, there has not 
been rrfuch~information on its effectiveness. This study Was one of 
several which were conducted to assess the effectiveness of the 
principal as an instructional leader, in implementing fte PCRP and to 
extend the knowledge base about PCRP and the four critical areas: 
(1) Responding to Literature,, (2) Self Selected and Sustained Silent 
Reading, (3) Composing Oral and Written, (4) Investigating and 
Mastering Language Patterns / ■ 

' The purpose of this study was to determine if the provisions of the 
four critical experiences, as described in the PCRP, when presented 
# in a balanced and har/nonious manner to children who«can already 
read, will not only improve academic achievement, but make reading 
a self-motivated interest of the children. 

The problem was studied from the three following vantage points: 
(a) Teacher records, (b) Student performance records, (c) Parent 
involvement in the program. *• T 

This study utilized a. descriptive approach which followed t/iree - 
classes for three years. The investigator will be constantly seeking 
ways to enhance his leadership skills in the development of viable 
reading programs within his school in an age of dramatic, social and 
* tec hrto logical change. . x 




INVESTIGATION OF VARIOUS ASPECT^ OF ORAL 

SILENT READING OF SELECTED SOCIAL STUDIES 
PASSAGES WITH*THIRD GRADE STUDENTS 

) - Order No. DA£i301183r 

VENtGOwi, Nancy D., Eo.D. University of Northern Colorado, 1982. 

u*PP. 

Purpose of the Study. The purpose of this study was to investigate 
and describe various aspects' of oral versus silent reading of selected 
social studies passages with third grade students. 

Procedures. Sixty third graders were ranked high, average, or low 
ability readers. Students were given a prior knowledge assessment 
over two social studies passages, then asked to orally and silently 
read, and give a retelling pf each passage. Aspects of comprehension 
investigated frontthe prior knowledge assessment and retellings 
were: number of main ideas, details, words recalled* retelling, interest 
preference/or oral or silent reading, retelling patterns, and amountol 
instructional time for oral and sjlent reading. 

T fitment of Data. Retelling scores w d^ q b ulated for orally and 
silently read passages. Mean scores were c ufM p U Tl B and a ttest for 
correlated samples was used for testing significance Jbaddition the 
mean differences fbr all addressed aspects of orally vefslfc silently 
read passages by high, average, and low ability readers w\e tested 
using Analysis of Variance. The Duncan Test of Multiple Cofltharisofl 
indicated between which groups differences occurred. 

Findings. There werroo significant differences between theVean 
number of main ideas, details, or words recalled for oral versus silent 
reading. There was a significant difference between the number of 
words used in retelling after oral versus silent reading. There were 
significant differences between average and low ability readers for 
number of details and retelling scores for silent residing. Other 
significant differences were between high and low ability readers for 
number of main ideas and retelling scores when reading orally. 

Implication*. Thfrd grade students are inhibited by the retelling 
process. Teachers need to be cognizant of this sod allow practice 
time for this procedure. Further, the retelling process needs to be 
adapted and modified in order to more accurately and thoroughly 
* «M facets of comprehension. Finally, the strategies used by 
s ability readers needs to be more, thoroughly investigated. 



AN INVESTIGATION OF STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT ANd 
ATTITUDES TOWARD READING IN T,WO"APP ROACHES TO 
UNINTERRUPTED^ SUSTAINED SlLEWY AtEADING PROGRAMS 

* Order NO..DA83O1010 
. Voipe, M**iO S., Eo.D. Rutgers University Yhe State U. of New Jersey 
(New Brunswick) ,1982. 124pp Chairperson: Maurie Hillson 

Purpose of the Study. This study was'designed to investigated 
effects of two different strategies^on students of grades tw£ an£ five 
on their achievement in reading and their attitudes toward reading. 
One strategy was introduced into the schoof program; the other was 
introduced'into \tte home. A third strategy was one that encompassed 
a combination of both. • \ v 

The strategy introduced into the school program was entitled 
Uninterrupted Sustained Silent Reading (USSR). The strategy 

* introduced into the home was entitled Parental Aid Training (PAT). 
The third strategy Combined USSR and PAT as a separate treatment. 

Procedures. The study was conducted in the three elementary 
schools of New Mirford, New Jersey. The sample consisted of 236 
' students in grades two and five. All students were tested in the fall of 
1980 to determine thefr reading achievement levels and attitude 
toward reading and again in the la,te spring of .1981. The California 
/Achievement Test and the Estes Attitude Scale were administered for 
reading achievement and attitude pre and post scores. 

A nonequivalent control group design was implemented to assess 
the importance of theindependent variables of method, grade, and 
Sex on each of the three dependent variables: attitude, 
comprehension, and vocabulary. In all analyses, the net scores for 
each studfent, as measured by the difference in pre and post scores, 
►were used, A three-way analysis of variance was performed for each 
of the three dependent variables. 

Findings and Results. All null hypotheses were accepted except 
for one. Null Hypothesis One, "There is no difference in growth of 
fchievemenrSfcores obtained by students of grades two and five 
among treatment and Comparison groups as measured by the^ 
California Achievement Test," was rejected. The Duncan multiple- 

* range Jest isolated USSR PAT as the significant treatment group. 

Post hoc analyses on the attitude scores revealed an important 
trend. Students who scored 26, 27, and 28 on the attitude scale were 
eliminated due to the "ceiling effect." A significant F value was 

• subsequently reported indicating one possible limitation of the 
attitude scale. 

Conclusions JBy eliminating students in the "ceiling effect" area v 

* results demonstrate a significant difference in attitude toward 
reading. N • 

It is now possible to view the USSR-PAT strategy as a successful 
approach to raising the reading achievement of students in grades 
two and five. 
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LEARNING STYLES AND THJ^EACHING OF. READING 

Ord»rNo.DAS305197 

Wqlfc,G*yeLaoheu i Ph.D. Ttm (Mfrentfyof Akron, 1983. teftpp. 

J The three purposes of this study were: (1) To Usee the 
development of the concept,* learning styles, (2) To determine how 
much information on learning styles is included in teacher's Editions 
^ of basal readers, using the technique of content assessment through 
diepct or implied information; and (3) To suggest techniques for using 
various learning styles that teachers can apply in the classroom when 
, teaching reading. ■ * 1 , 

. The development of the concept of learning styles was traced from 
b beginning as cognitive style with Wilkin and Kagan representing 
—/eaeerchers in cognitive style. Hftt's work was discussed and placed at 
— *a point between cognitive style and learning style. The works of the 
. Dunne and Gregorc were discussed through the literature and 
• repreeented current work in learning style. The strengths and 
weaknesses cOeH-reporting instruments for assessing learning style 
were discussed along with alternative methods for assessing learning 
styiee. The changes in Warning style as students mature were 
reported from the literature. The advantages of a teacher knowing 
hie/her own learning style and the learning styles of his/her students 
wee also exploced. To determine if knowledge of concepts of learning 
style had been used in the preparation of the teacher's editions, of 
basal readers, teacher's editions of basal readers which are used m 
the beginning of first, thjrd, and fifth i grades from the Economy, Ginn, 
and Lippincott publishing companies \ were analyzed using the ^ 
technique of content assessment. Bi cause of the lack of specific 
suggestions for teachers concerning learning styles, all specific 
directions for the teacher to be usedhrith students were placed into 
six categories: auditory, vtsual-audjtpfy, visuaVuctile/kinesthetic, 
^Hory-tactileTkinesthetic, visualguditory-ttctile/kinesthetic and 
miscellaneous. Techniques for teaehers in using learning style 
information in the teaching of reading were auo suggested. These 
techniqoes were in the visual, auditory, and tactile/kinesthetic modes 
Very little information about learning style or modality was included in 
the teacher's editions of the ba^af readers chosen for study. Also, the 
suggestions for teachers included in the teacher's'manuals of all 
- three series did not differ widely. 
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